
FOUR VIEWS OF THE WILL OF GOD AND THE CROSS

*Shading and Bold 
shows agreement

Arminianism Classic/Moderate 
Calvinism

High Calvinism Hyper-Calvinism

1. God’s Love God equally loves 
all men.

God loves all men, but 
especially the elect.

God loves all men, 
but especially the 
elect.

Classic hyper-Calvinists 
say that God only loves 
the non-elect merely to 
physically preserve 
them.
------------------------------
Some modern hyper-
Calvinists deny that God 
loves the non-elect in 
any sense.

2. God’s Will God equally wills 
all men to be 
saved.

God wills all men to be 
saved, but especially the 
elect.

God wills all men to 
be saved, but 
especially the elect.

God only wills the elect 
to be saved.

3. God’s Grace God gives all men 
prevenient grace.

God gives common grace 
to all, but only effectual 
grace to the elect.

God gives common 
grace to all, but only 
effectual grace to the 
elect.

Classic hyper-Calvinists 
say that God is gracious 
to the non-elect merely to 
physically preserve 
them. 
------------------------------
Some Modern hyper-
Calvinists say that God 
is only gracious to the 
elect.

4. Gospel Offers The Gospel should 
be indiscriminately 
offered to all.

The Gospel should be 
indiscriminately offered 
to all.

The Gospel should 
be indiscriminately 
offered to all.

All say the gospel is not 
offered (i.e. a tender or 
overture), however some 
(e.g. PRC) redefine the 
word “offer” to mean a 
bare presentation.

5. Christ’s Death,

or the Extent of 
Expiation and 
Redemption

Christ suffers for 
the sins of all 
mankind with an 
equal intent to save 
all men (see #2). 

Unlimited 
Expiation and 
Redemption, and a 
Limited 
Application.

Christ suffers for sins 
of all mankind, but with 
an unequal intent/will to 
save all men (see #2). 

Some say Unlimited 
Expiation and 
Redemption, and a 
Designed Limitation in 
the Effectual 
Application.
------------------------------
 *Others believe in an 
Unlimited Expiation 
with Limited 
Redemption (i.e. a 
Designed Limitation in 
the Effectual 
Application).

Christ only suffers 
for the sins of the 
elect because of his 
singular intent. 

Expiation and 
Redemption Limited 
by Design, and a 
Designed Limitation 
in the Effectual 
Application.

Christ only suffers for 
the sins of the elect 
because of his singular 
intent. 

Expiation and 
Redemption Limited by 
Design, and a Designed 
Limitation in the 
Effectual Application.



6. Sufficiency Christ’s death is 
extrinsically and 
intrinsically 
sufficient for all.

Christ’s death is 
extrinsically and 
intrinsically sufficient 
for all.

Christ’s death is 
extrinsically 
sufficient for the 
elect, but only 
intrinsically 
sufficient (i.e. of 
infinite value) for 
the rest.

Christ’s death is 
extrinsically sufficient 
for the elect, but only 
intrinsically sufficient 
(i.e. of infinite value) for 
the rest. 

7. Human Ability All men have the 
moral ability to 
believe (see #3).

All men have the natural 
ability to believe, but 
only the elect are given 
the moral ability to 
believe. Some reject this 
distinction.

All men have the 
natural ability to 
believe, but only the 
elect are given the 
moral ability to 
believe. Some reject 
this distinction.

Only the elect have any 
ability to believe.

8. Responsibility All men are 
responsible to 
evangelically 
believe (i.e. “duty-
faith”).

All men are responsible 
to evangelically believe 
(i.e. “duty-faith”).

All men are 
responsible to 
evangelically 
believe (i.e. “duty-
faith”).

Classic hyper-Calvinists 
deny that all are 
responsible to 
evangelically believe 
(i.e. “duty-faith” is 
denied). 
------------------------------
Modern hyper-Calvinists 
affirm “duty-faith.”
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